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Monuments from

Plaster Casts el Mesopotamia
Historical Records R )
In the nineteenth century, archaeological N\ e SO p Ota m I a ‘

exploration in the Near East unearthed
S ] M_eSOPOta m i Al Iraq and parts of Iran, Syria, and Turkey. The word
Ma ny of these artifacts are in museum comes from ancient Greek meaning “between the

collections th roug hout Europe. rivers” and refers to the Tigris and the Euphrates.
It was within this landscape that people developed

The Propaganda of Kings

The term “Mesopotamia” refers to the area of modern

In an era when few could afford to travel to the great
museums of London, Paris, or Berlin to see these
finds firsthand, museum officials created inexpensive
plaster-cast replicas of the ancient originals. Museums
then sold copies of the casts around the world. This
is how the Harvard Semitic Museum acquired its
collection of Mesopotamian monuments.

some of the world’s greatest achievements, including
the wheel, astronomy, agriculture, plant and animal
domestication, the earliest cities and states, and the
invention of writing.

These three-dimensional replicas convey a better
sense of scale and detail than two-dimensional
drawings or photographs. In some cases, the originals ‘

are now lost, damaged, or destroyed, leaving only the H arvar d

casts to represent the missing monuments. Semitic Museum

5 / 6 Divinity Ave, Cambridge, MA 02138
Monuments from Mesopotamia offers a unique o s !

. . ’ Hours
opportunity to experience these works of ancient art

. ’ o Sunday-Friday 11:00 am-4:00 pm Closed on
in a single exhibit. Saturdays and on January 1, Thanksgiving Day, and
December 24-25

ADMISSION: FREE

Forinformation on educational tours, group
reservations, events, and rentals, email:
hsmreserve@hmsc.harvard.edu

PARKING AND DIRECTIONS

Visit the website for details on parking options

semiticmuseum.fas.harvard.edu | 617-495-4631
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